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From The Editor’s Desk .. . 


The American Rationalist is an independent non-partisan 
bi-monthly journal of fact, opinion, criticism and service 
for all who share, or are in sympathy with, the basic 
Rationalist-Humanist world view or philosophy, regardless 
of the labels by which they may choose to identify them- 
selves. The American Rationalist - (1) regards reason and 
the scientific method as the only tools for the solution 
of human problems, (2) regards the democratic way of life 
and democratic institution as the scheme for human relations 
most consistent with knowledge and experience and, there- 
fore, with the Rationalist-Humanist concept of Man, (3) be- 
lieves that religious, irtellectual and political freedom can 
be maintained only if there exists a complete separation 
between Church and State, (4) believes that free public 
education is one of the keystones of democratic civilization, 
and that it must strive to produce, in a demeccratic and 
secular manner, responsible citizens and what Carl Rogers 
has termed “fully functioning personalities’, (5) believes 
that civilization can be improved only if conscientious citizens 
are informed about and willing to combat all forms of 
political, religious, social and economic tyranny. — The 
American Rationalist stands for adequate mass information, 
the protection and extension of civil liberties, the application 
of reason and scientife method to all human problems; 
it opposes all forms of censorship and distortion, clericalism, 
racial and other prejudice, and all forms of authoritarianism. 
The American Rationalist will always welcome comments, 
suggestions, articles and criticisms from its readers, and will 
be more than grateful tor any support, financial or moral 
or other, which readers and friends may care to render. 


EDD DOERR. 




















““Mother And Teacher’: Hah! 


A Symposium On Pope John's New Encyclical Mater Et Magistra 


READ BAIN: 


Mater et Magistra may be clever propaganda 
for the gullible but it should make the judicious 
weep. 

Leo XIII announced his version of the Social 
Gospel in 1891 during a period of great unrest 
when the Protestants, or at least the Baptists, 
Methodists, and Episcopalians, most social 
workers, and some liberal college professors 
had allied themselves, at least verbally, with 
“the masses”. So Leo got on the band- 
wagon. It is historical nonsense to give him 
the credit for starting the Social Gospel, as 
John XXIII does, at least by implication. 

Forty years later, with the rise of Fascists, 
Nazis and Communists, Pius XI made another 
statement of the Church's position on social 
problems, with special attention to economic 
matters. Pius XII waited only ten years to 
issue his bull on the fiftieth anniversary of 
Leo's Rerum Novarum. (Strictly speaking, it 
was Encyclical, not Bull.) Pius XII's effort 
may have been part of his apparently life- 
long campaign to grease the skids for early 
canonization. Certainly it does not add much 
to what Leo and Pius XI had to say. 

Now cometh John XXIII to add his mite 
to the social policy of the Church in the 
third year of his pontificate. He easily could 
have waited ‘till the diamond anniversary 
of Leo’s great encyclical and then issued a 
brief dignified statement agreeing with his 
eminent predecessors. In effect, they all 
repudiate the encyclical of Pius [X, Quanta 
Cura, the so-called “‘Syllabus of Errors’, which 
condemned all liberalism, social, political and 
intellectual, and also the Rascendi of Pius X 
in 1907, which denounced all “modernism’”’. 
In 1907 Walter Rauschenbusch had published 
Christianizing the Social Order, which in a 
sense summarized the growing concern of Pro- 
testant thinkers and reformers with economic 
injustice and theological conservatism. It is also 
possible that Leo’s great Letter was a response 
to the widespread unrest in the world over 
economic, political, and other social problems 
during the eighties. Alexander II was assas- 
sinated in 1881, the Knights of Labor were 
flourishing, the Haymarket Massacre occurred 
in 1886 and so on, all over the western world. 
Thus Leo's Letter is properly regarded as a 
sort of milestone. His three successors have 


This is 
Mater et 


done little but restate his position. 
especially true of John XXIll's 
Magistra. 

It is difficult to tell whether John is an ar- 
rogant and ambitious man or merely a spokes- 
man for the Hierarchy. I was astonished 
when he took the name, John XXIII. The 
Church regards the first John XXIII as a false 
pope and no “‘legitimate’ pope until the 
present one had the nerve, or arrogance, or 
wisdom, to call himself John and thus make 
it possible to have a legitimate John XXIV. 
The Church should honor the first John XXIII 
since he was largely responsible for ending the 
Great Schism. The Church should remember 
him with gratitude for ending the Schism and 
also for his penitent humility and service to 
the Church under Martin V even though 
Martin and the Church Hierarchy later rejected 
John’s democratic Conciliar Theory of authori- 
ty in the Church. 

Referring to himself with capitalized We, 
Our, and Us strikes me as arrogant, presumptu- 
ous and almost blesphemous when we refer 
to God and His Son, His only Begotten Son, 
with capitalized He and His. Perhaps John 
is merely a victim of conventional, ceremonial 
usage. He seems to be a modest man in that 
he merely repeats the social ideas of His great 
predecessors. 

There is little room for adverse criticism 
of these four documents presenting the 
Church's Social Gospel. John says, ‘“There- 
fore, We feel it Our duty to keep alive the 
torch lighted by Our great predecessors . . .” 
He does it, but with no marked improvement 
and with the same faults that characterize 
his three predecessors. 

The greatest fault of Mater et Magistra is 
that it takes a fairly enlightened position on 
most social problems but supports it by a 
completely outmoded, primitive, unscientific, 
bigoted, theological ideology. Except for its 
greater sophistication and erudition, the re- 
ligious point of view of the Church is as 
fundamentalistic as that of the most benighted, 
backwoods, Hell-Fire-and-Damnation Southern 
Baptist or Methodist. 

The most serious reservation to the state- 
ment that John’s social philosophy is fairly 
enlightened is his approach to the population 
problem. He is not as specific in his con- 
demnation of birth control as many of his 
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underlings are. He speaks, not ex cathedra, 
but in vague generalities the “proper” inter- 
pretation of which, at some later date, might 
permit the Church to endorse some effective 
mode or means of birth control (which the 
Rhythm Method certainly is not) that could 
be regarded as ‘natural’, e.g., an oral con- 
traceptive, —— as natural as taking an aspirin. 
To quote him (page 6B, Our Sunday Visitor, 
Aug. 6, 1961): “. these difficulties are 
not to be overcome by having recourse to 
methods and means which are unworthy of 
man and which find their explanation only in 
an utterly materialistic concept of man him- 
self and of his life.” 

Who knows what is “unworthy of man” 
and ‘“‘materialistic’’ > Obviously, only the 
Holy Church knows and ‘materialistic’ is 
about as dirty a word as the good cleric has 
in his vocabulary. Who knows what is What? 
What man may do, what means and methods 
he may employ to effectuate what ends? — 
Only “Our” self and ‘Our’ predecessors 
know. Or Holy Church in Council assembled, 
if we accept the somewhat democratic or at 
least oligarchic or hierarchic Conciliar Theory 
of Church governance for which the first John 
XXIII fought and possibly died since he was 
only 59 when he passed away after being 
hounded, harassed, and imprisoned by the 
Church. 

What the present John XXIII thinks about 
the Conciliar Theory can be guessed from this 
statement (page 8B, op. cit.): “It is clear, 
however, that when the Hierarchy has made 
a decision on the point at issue, Catholics are 
bound to obey their directions, because the 
Church has the right and obligation not merely 
to guard ethical and religious principles, but 
also to intervene authoritatively in the tem- 
poral sphere when it is a matter of judging 
the application of these principles to concrete 


cases. 


Thus, while giving lip-service to science and 
relying on it to furnish enough food to permit 
unlimited procreation (page 6B), John XXIII 
permits no freedom of conscience or action to 
“good” Catholics; he is sure the Church is 
Mater et Magistra to all nations; that the Pope 
is infallible in all matters of ethics, morals, 
and religion — such as the sinless nature of 
the Immaculate Mother of the Immaculate 
Jesus (page 8B). 

This authoritarian, hierarchic, bigoted, holier- 
than-thou, paranoid certainty that He, or 
They, alone know the Will of God, if there 
be a God, gives me the shivers. Any thought 
of control by the Church, however “‘en- 


4 @ The American Rationalist 





lightened” its despotism might be, gives me the 
same sense of fear and horror as does the 
thought of control by Nazis, Fascists ,Com- 
munists, Birchites, American Legions, Texas 
Millionaires, Daughters of the Revolution, by 
Southern Segregationists, anti-Semites, or any 
other class of totalitarian, authoritarian para- 
noiacs. 

The economic and political ideas of John 
XXIII point toward the Welfare State but this 
type of social organization is rapidly develop- 
ing all over the earth. It will go on without 
the help of the Catholic Church, though all 
men of good will welcome all the help the 
Church can give, even though it was several 
hundred years late in getting into the act. 
Until recently, the Church has been the friend 
of tyrants and grinder of the faces of the 
poor, even while it prated of charity, and 
grew unbelievably rich in the process. For 
nearly 2000 years the Church has been the 
enemy of all free and untrammeled intellectual 
attempts to understand our mysterious universe 
and to use scientific knowledge and human in- 
telligence to improve the lot of mankind. 

By carrying on a_ rear-guard action to 
preserve the primitive theology of the Church, 
John XXIII and all his fellow Christian 
Protestant upholders of primitive supernatura- 
lism may be producing a greater schism than 
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the Great Schism of 1378-1417, or the even 
greater schism which began in 1517 and still 
goes on, though happily with less shedding of 
blood. I refer, of course, to the growing rift 
between those Christians who believe in the 
ancient superstitions and supernatural myths 
of primitive Christianity and those who do not, 
or who say they are “‘symbolic”’ or poetic and 
that the real sanctions for human conduct 
must be man’s own intelligence guided by 
scientific knowledge and common sense. This 
is the Great Schism of the twentieth century. 
Let us hope it will last no longer than the 
Great Schism of 1378-1417. 

The Mater et Magistra of John XXIII has 
little or nothing to heal this wound in the 
“Body of Christ,” though it may have helped 
to hasten the Welfare State which may defeat 
the present apparently triumphant march of 
Communism — if those Who Have can learn 
quickly enough to love and help those Who 
Have Not. The Church and the churches 
could lead in this Great Crusade and help to 
reunite the anarchic sects who follow the 
lowly Nazarene. In losing his fictitious God- 
hood, he might become the earthwide symbol 
of self-respecting, self-directing man guided by 
love and intelligence. 


MARTIN A. LARSON: 


On reading the Encyclical of Pope John, 
we at once become aware that the Catholic 
Hierarchy, while pursuing its immemorial ends, 
understands that new situations require new 
propaganda techniques. More than half of the 
document sounds like the platform of an 
American political party: it favors anything 
and everything which has become popular in 
the western world; it follows the tide in all 
things social, political and economic, only so 
long as none of these threaten the prestige 
of the Universal Pastor of Souls (himself), 
and his underlings and co-workers (the Roman 
Catholic priesthood) ; and so long as he is able 
to keep “the living members of the mystical 
body of Christ’’ (i.e., Catholics throughout the 
world) in line. 


A Hodge-Podge of Pseudo-Liberalism 


The Pope says that the rights of private 
property and free enterprise are natural, must 
be allowed to remain intact, and cannot be 
overthrown by the state; but, at the same time, 
the workers, who have nothing to sell except 
their work (Marx called it labor-power) must 
never be treated as if this were a commodity 


(just as Marx declared in Das Kapital); they 


must be protected in many ways; and, where- 
ever industry expands rapidly from its own 
profits (which Marx called surplus value), 
those workers who receive only minimum 
wages or salaries should be given shares of 
ownership in the enterprise, in addition to their 
ordinary remuneration. Very advanced in- 
deed! But all this will cost the Vatican 
nothing. 

The Roman prelate declares himself on all 
this as if he were a just and disinterested 
judge standing above, and apart from, all the 
parties in dispute. The Church is Mater and 
Magistra, Mother and Teacher, of the whole 
human race. When the Pope speaks of the 
Church, he means only the Roman Catholic; 
when he refers to Christianity, only the Roman 
brand is meant. All other churches and forms 
of Christianity are, by implication, at least, 
non-existant; but Pope John is now too politic 
and tactful to condemn the heretics and the 
infidels (i.e., the Protestants and Secularists) 
outright by name. For the Venerable Father 
in the Vatican has, just now, a sharp axe to 
grind; he is on a begging safari; he is out to 
get money from these same heretics and in- 
fidels and he does not have the power to 
confiscate without consent. It will be time 
enough to burn them both when he has the 
means to do so. 


Some Catholic Propaganda 


Nevertheless, the gaudy prince who sits on 
Peter's throne gets in a few theological and 
doctrinal licks: he speaks with a_ touching 
reverence concerning the “holy sacrifice of 
the Mass’, that pagan rite appropriated from 
the Eleusinian mystery; he explains that no 
one has ever been exempt from the taint of 
Original Sin except Jesus Christ and his holy 
mother, the Theotokos (a concept pilfered 
from Zoroastrianism) ; the Catholic Church, he 
declares, is the standard-bearer of all human 
progress; the saintly brethren of that Church 
have always suffered great persecution for 
Christ and His truth; although there is much 
poverty in countries where the birth-rate out- 
runs the production of food, such a degrading 
remedy as birth-control must never for a 
moment be considered. But most important 
among these pronouncements is the following, 
in which the Pope reasserts the ultimate au- 
thority of the Holy See. 

“It is clear,” he pontificates, “that when 
the Hierarchy has made a decision on a point 
at issue’ (he finds it inexpedient to mention 
the doctrine of Papal Infallibility just now), 
“Catholics are bound to obey their directives, 
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because the Church has the right and the 
obligation not merely to guard ethical and 


principles, but also to intervene 
authoritatively in the temporal sphere, when 
it is a matter of judging the application of 
these principles to concrete cases." Now, 
there is the iron fist behind the silken glove: 
after several thousand words in which the 
prelate declares that workers must have social, 
economic, and political democracy, he makes 
it aggressively and painfully clear that under 
the broad control of the Mater and Magistra, 
the ordinary people exist only to obey and 
offer tribute. 


religious 


The Bleeding Heart 


Be not deceived: the Encyclical was not 
written merely to publish platitudinous and 
meaningless palaver. For the heart of the 
great man, the Vicar of Christ and the Vice- 
Regent of God on Earth, bleeds like the side 
of Thomas 4 Becket for the poor, the down- 
trodden, the underprivileged of this world. 
At great length, he infers and implies that 
humanity is all one and that therefore those 


more fortunate should, in fact, must share 
what they have with their less fortunate 
brethren. He develops a somewhat novel and 


thoroughly disingenuous theory that mankind 
is divided among nations which are fully de- 
veloped industrially and those which are still 
in the process of development. The former 
have an overabundance of wealth and the lat- 
ter are cursed with poverty, ignorance, starva- 
tion, and a growing population, for which 
the food supply is insufficient. Pope John 
(or whoever wrote the document) even ex- 
pounds, quite accurately, the Malthusian Law, 
which is that unless it is checked by artificial 
or catastrophic means, the population will 
gradually, and always in the long run, tend to 
outrun its means of sustenance. 


What He Does Not Say 


The Universal Pastor, however, neglects to 
state that the poor countries of the western 
world, where the miserable populations out- 
run their food supply, are, by and large, almost 
entirely Catholic; and that the wealthy are 
the Secular-Protestant. He makes a glowing 
appeal to the rich and powerful to share with 
the needy; but he never mentions the fact 
that in Catholic countries, the members of 
the Hierarchy live in luxurious palaces, pay 
no taxes, keep the poor in a state of serfdom 
and starvation on their own tax-free estates. 
He does not seem to know that in countries 
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like Spain, the Hierarchy owns the banks, the 
money, the land, the utilities, the railroads, etc. 
to an extraordinary extent, and they pay no 
taxes on these holdings or on the immense 
earnings derived from these giant economic 
monopolies. Jesus said that the Son of Man 
had not where to lay his head; but in the 
countries where Catholic prelates have long 
ruled, his representatives live in luxurious glut- 
tony, while most of the population resemble, 
at least in their poverty, the founder of the 
religion. The hypocrisy of the gilded deceiver 
in the Vatican, who spends his summers at 
Castelgondolpho (repaired after the last war 
with eleven millions of the American tax- 
payer's money) is so stupendous that it ap- 
proaches the supernatural. How does he have 
the gall to exhort others, his ideological 
enemies, to give to the poor, while he knows 
that the cause of their ignorance and suffering 
is the rapacity, the oppression, and the robbery 
committed by “‘the Patriarchs, the Primates, 
Archbishops, Bishops, and other ordinates,"’ to 
whom he addresses his Encyclical? Does he 
not know that industry has failed to develop 
in Catholic countries because the Roman 
Church abhors industry, because it is a feudal 
institution and flourishes best in a serf- or 
peasant-economy, where there is no free en- 
terprise, and where workers can till the soil 
by hand in semi-starvation, knowing only that 
the Virgin Mary remained a virgin after she 
gave birth to a son, and that she is the Mother 
of God, who, by her intercessions, will help 
all sinners in the here and the hereafter? 

Of course, he knows all this and more: he 
may be one of the world’s greatest prevari- 
cators, but he is neither a fool nor a complete 
ignoramus. He does not, however, say what 
he knows — only what is intended to increase 
the power, prestige, and income of the Roman 
Hierarchy. 


The Real Meaning 


And so we dig into the meat of his pud- 
ding: ‘There are countries which produce 
consumer goods and especially farm products 
in excess, while in other countries large seg- 
ments of the population suffer from misery and 
and hunger. Justice and humanity demand 
that the former come to the aid of the latter. 
To destroy or to squander goods that other 
people need in order to live is to offend against 
justice and humanity.”” Very well! 

Now the wind blows stronger. The wealthy 
countries must do much more: they must give 
vast quantities of money, of capital goods, of 
technical and scientific help. Ah! but there 











is danger in all this: for “the economically 
developed political communities’ may seek 
“to influence the political situation in the less 
developed countries . . . and it must be ex- 
plicitly declared that this would be a new 
form of colonialism.’’ Heaven forbid! 

In plain English, the Pope wants the United 
States and some other secular countries to 
hand over untold billions to the Catholic 
Hierarchies in ‘“‘underdeveloped countries,” 
(with no strings attached, mind you!) so that 
they can increase their own luxury, fill their 
coffers with gold and jewels, consolidate their 
power still further, avoid impending com- 
munist revolutions, and bleed this country so 
white that it too will fall into the lap of Rome 
or of Communism, like an over-ripe apple. In 
short, the heretics and the infidels are now 
asked in the name of mercy and charity to 
bail out the men and the institution which have 
never shown any mercy to anyone. 

This and this alone is the inner meaning 
of the new Encyclical. It is obvious that 
Kennedy is doing his best to implement this 
very program insofar as he can. But if we fall 
for this line of theocratic hokum, our nation 
is doomed. 

There is one logical remedy and only one 
for these underdeveloped Catholic countries 
to pursue: they must throw out the Roman 
Hierarchy, root and branch, and _ establish 
secular, republican, responsible governments, 
based on freedom, free enterprise, and the 
free association of workers and other groups 
in unions and organizations of their 
choice. 


own 


No Catholic country can progress as long 
as it remains Catholic; the Pope, his agents 
and minions, and their ideology must be 


thrown from power before real progress can’ 


be made or serious problems solved. 


EDD DOERR: 


Pope John’s new encyclical, Mater et Ma- 
gistra (Mother and Teacher), is a more or 
less official statement, about 25,000 words 
in length, which purports to sum up the 
Vatican oligarchy’s social and economic teach- 
ings. It purports to be an updated restatement 
of the socio-economic eachings of two previous 
encyclicals: Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum of 
1891, and Pius XI’s Quadragesimo Anno of 
1931. 

As a review of various contemporary social 
and economic problems and as a blueprint for 
their solution, Mater et Magistra is so vague, 
so superficial, so loaded with cliches and plati- 
tudes and hypocrisy as to be wholly undeserv- 


ing of the high praise heaped upon it by the 
Catholic, Protestant and secular press. The 
encyclical can be regarded chiefly as a propa- 
ganda document, not unlike a common political 
party platform, designed to convey the im- 
pression that the Church is the world’s leading 
advocate of liberalism, reform, progress, social 
justice and common sense. The encyclical 
contains not a single original idea and may 
be said to be only a generations late endorse- 
ment — and only a verbal endorsement at 
that — of the products of better minds long 
ago; in faci, it bears out the old saw about 
talk being cheap, for it says nothing whatever 
about reform of the Church itself, which is 
an authoritarian dictatorship and the world’s 
third largest financial giant, following only 
the governments of the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 
Until the Vatican gives up its semi-feudal land 
holdings and its vast economic empire, its 
pleasant noises about social and economic 
justice will continue to have a very hollow 
ring. There is a great deal in Mater et Magistra 
with which democrats and economic liberals 
and moderates can certainly agree, but this 
can also be said of the 1960 Republican and 
Democratic party platforms and similar docu- 
ments issued in many lands. The Church is 
losing ground in nearly every part of the 
world except the English speaking countries. 
and the Vatican oligarchy seems to have 
bought a certain amount of good will for the 
ridiculously low price of a few words of ad- 
vice which the Church has no intention what- 
ever of applying to itself. Conscientious friends 
of freedom, democracy and progress will do 
well to treat Mater et Magistra as they would 
any other piece of clever propaganda. Some 
limited good might come of this encyclical, 
but I am afraid that its ultimate effects will 
be harmful, since it may mislead people into 
thinking that the Church is “on the side of 
the angels’ and that it is an effective bulwark 
against Communism, which it most certainly 
is not. 


While most of the encyclical is rather vague, 
its most unegiuvocal statements are on the 
subject of the population problem. The en- 
cyclical says, in effect, that there is no popu- 
lation problem, that “God in His goodness 
and wisdom has diffused in nature inexhaustible 
resources’, that birth control is not an accept- 
able solution to the “problem” (the problem 
which just a paragraph back the Pope said 
did not exist) because it would “‘offend the 
moral order established by God” and “injure 
the very origin of human life’, and that “the 
true solution is found only in economic de- 
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velopment and in social progress’’. 
tempt to support the encyclical the Vatican 
Radio in July branded birth control as ‘‘a 
solution of tired minds’’ and stated that “‘the 
problem is not one of overpopulation but of 


In an at- 


under-production,”” which is about as sensible 
as an argument as to whether a bottle is half 
full or half empty. The absurdity of the 
Vatican position is amply demonstrated by an 
article in the Jesuit magazine America, which 
attempts to support the’ encyclical’s stand 
against birth control. America says: “‘at least 
one outstanding biochemist is on the Pope's 
side, Finnish prof. Artturi Virtanen, a Nobel 
Prize winner and director of the Helsinki Bio- 
chemistry Institute. Prof. Virtanen, says the 
Jesuit magazine, told a scientific meeting at 
Lindau, Germany, that food production is now 
outstripping population growth, but — and 
here the Jesuits utterly destroyed their own 
thesis — the Finnish scientist added that Africa 
and South America are exceptions to this 
favorable trend and stated that he believed 
that our planet could support no more than 
20 billion people (20,000 million to our Com- 
monwealth friends) even if we use the most 
advanced agricultural techniques and eat such 
foods as the protein-rich algae Chlorella. At 
the present rate of population growth, our 
planet’s population will reach 20 billions with- 
in 100 years, which may well be within the 
lifetime of your editor's grandchildren. Thus, 
Prof. Virtanen does not support Pope John at 
all, but rather the scientists, such as Harrison 
Brown and Julian Huxley, who realize that our 
resources are definitely limited (Pope John’s 
ignoring of the Second Law of Thermody- 
namics will not make it go away.) and that 
humans, if we expect our civilization to survive, 
will have to find and use intelligent, adequate 
and humane ways to limit our numbers to 
reasonable levels. (A more complete discus- 
sion of the population problem was presented 
in the July-August number of The American 
Rationalist.) ‘“The real problem,”’ America 
quotes Virtanen as saying, “‘is not how to feed 
the estimated six billion persons who will 
probably inhabit the earth in the year 2000, 
but how to govern them.”” Thus the Vatican's 
position on the population problem makes 
no sense whatever and even the supposedly 
clever Jesuits cannot defend it without putting 
their feet in their mouths. Of course we will 
have to develope our technology to the fullest 
possible extent if all humans are to enjoy 
decent living standards and equal opportunity 
for human fulfillment, but all our technology 


cannot prevent us from breeding ourselves out 
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of our resources unless we, as a species, can 
agree to limit our numbers to the capacity of 
our world to support them. 

This review concludes with the thought that 
all intelligent persons must reject as uncon- 
scionable Mater et Magistra’s contention that 
“the Church has the right and obligation not 
merely to guard ethical and religious principles, 
but also to intervene authoritatively in the 
temporal sphere when it is a matter of judging 
the application of these (the Church's social) 
principles to concrete cases.” 

* 


AIR FORCE FARCE 


The relatively new Air Force Academy has fol- 
lowed West Point’s unwholesome and unconstitu- 
tional example by requiring all cadets (except 
First Classmen) to attend chapel services. Accord- 
ing to a recently published book entitled This Is 
The Air Force Academy, the Air Force apparent- 
ly believes that religious indoctrination produces 
officers who are “better able to face the conflict, 
hardships and sacrifice which the military man 
must expect” and who “more often develop into 
stable leaders and generate trust and respect from 
their men.” The Air Force evidently is not inter- 
ested in instilling in its future officers a respect 
for our constitutional liberties. (One also wonders 
when the Air Force will get around to installing 
little plastic statuettes on the instrument panels 
of intercontinental bombers.) 


“Facts, to a Fundamentalist, are either 
existent or a device of the devil.” 


non- 


G. B. Shaw. 
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The Billy Graham Crusade 


by John G. MacKinnon 


In the Billy Graham Crusade, evangelism 
has put on a gray flannel suit. Those of us who 
remember Billy Sunday, the dynamic, colorful 
evangelist of a couple generations ago, see in 
Billy Graham a contrasting quality of well 
dressed, well mannered gentility. What made 
Billy Sunday great was his personality. Much 
of this was offensive, in poor taste and even 
vulgar, but it caught public attention. What 
makes Billy Graham great is the smooth Madi- 
son Avenue technique of building up a figure 
and gaining public approval of it. Without 
his public relations department, Billy Graham 
would be just another evangelist, of which 
there are hundreds if not thousands. Of course, 
he is one of the better ones. Even Madison 
Avenue techniques could not make a success 
out of a stumble-bum. But, in himself, he is 
not so superior to all other evangelists, as to 
account for his fame, or success. 

This success feeds the legend of his great- 
ness. This is true because Protestant evange- 
lism must rely upon numbers. In Roman Catho- 
licism, where the religious performance centers 
upon the mass, a ritual performed before God, 
the enterprise is just as valid performed in an 
empty sanctuary, as in one crowded with 
worshippers. But Protestant Evangelism cen- 
ters upon “speaking the word” to people. 
Hence a poor tent-evangelist “knocking him- 
self out’’ exhorting 20 to 25 people is a mis- 
erable failure; while the same evangelist saying 
the same words to a thousand people in a 
public auditorium, becomes a success. And 
when an Evangelist can speak, night after 
night, to a coliseum full of 10 to 15 thousand 
people, he is the greatest. Billy Graham is 
good enough to be a success on his own. But 
the difference between that level and the great- 
ness he has achieved, is due to his public rela- 
tions department. 

Insofar as this is true, people are attracted 
in mobs to hear him, because they have been 
sold a personality, not a message. People 
attend not to hear a message, but to hear 
Billy Graham. This was true, of course, of 
Billy Sunday, too. The difference between the 
two Billies is that Sunday's personality was his 
own, while Graham's is largely synthetic—the 
creation of his public relations department. 

The message, which would attract only a 
handful without the built-up personality, is the 
same message people hear constantly, in tent- 
meetings, in many churches, on many radio 


programs, sometimes even at _ street-corner 
meetings. It was the message of the other 
Billy. It is the message of all evangelists. Peo- 
ple know, before they go, what they will hear. 

Often this message contains the explicit as- 
sertion that the Bible is the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. Whether this 
is stated or not it is always assumed. The whole 
burden of evangelistic discourse is based upon 
the Bible. It refers everything to the Bible as 
the final authority. As an interpretation of 
reality the evangelistic message is no more 
valid than this assumed premise, that the Bible 
is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth. There is no shred of evidence for 
this premise. It must be taken on faith and is 
therefore convincing only for those who have 
the faith. 

If this premise is granted, then an evangel- 
ist’s message further depends upon his inter- 
pretation of the Bible text. It is common 
knowledge that the Bible is susceptible of 
many different interpretations; for most of 
the Christian Churches claim to derive their 
varying doctrines from it. So, to believe an 
evangelist is preaching a true doctrine one must 
not only believe that the Bible is the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, he 
must also believe that the evangelist’s often 
tortuous interpretation of the Bible is the only 
correct one. 

From this shaky basis the evangelist, Billy 
Graham in this case, speaks with supreme 
authority. He utters what purports to be ulti- 
mate truth; the final word. His message is 
quite simple. He tells his hearers that they are 
sinners; all of them without exception. A skill- 
ful evangelist—and Mr. Graham is skillful— 
can find some way to include everyone in his 
catalogue of sinners. 

The consequence of being a sinner is con- 
demnation to eternal punishment in Hell after 
death. This is often picturesquely described, 
though not often so picturesquely as in Johna- 
than Edwards’ day. It is more likely to be 
described today in more genteel terms; the 
separation of one’s soul from God. Some of the 
fire may have gone out of evangelism because 
people don’t scare so easily as they used to. 
People living under the threat of extinction by 
atomic fire may be less deeply impressed by 
the threat of Hell fire. 

Having convinced his hearers of their sin- 
fulness and of the terror of its consequences, 
the evangelist tells them that they cannot, in 
any way, save themselves from the conse- 
quences. Mere reform, changing their ways so 
as to sin no more, will not do it. In fact, so 
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inclusive is the catalogue of sinning that it is 
humanly impossible to live without sin. The 
only way to salvation is through the saving 
blood of Jesus. 

| could easily elaborate on what this means, 
but since | want to get on to another point, 
| simply note that what one is supposed to do 
is to march down the aisle, pray for forgive- 
ness and be prayed for, confess to a belief 
that Christ is his savior and it is all fixed up. 
One is then saved, and will go to Heaven if 
he should die before committing another sin. 
Presumably if one does commit another sin— 
and the catalogue of sins is so inclusive that 
one can hardly go on living without sinning— 
he must go through the whole process again. 

It is easy to see some of the absurdities of 
this message. Suppose, for example, a thug 
attacks, kills and robs a good upright citizen; 
a good man, not, of course, by the evangelist’s 
criterion, sinless, for no one is, but far less 
sinful than most. Because he has not confessed 
Christ as his savior, he goes to Hell. His assail- 
ant is apprehended, convicted and sentenced 
to death. On the way to his execution, he heeds 
the plea of the evangelistic prison chaplin, con- 
fesses Jesus as his savior and when the electric 
current snuffs out his life, goes to Heaven. The 
temptation to postpone the act of accepting 
Jesus as one’s savior in order to get in some 
more unrestricted sinning is always implicit in 
this message. Of course, one takes the calcu- 
lated risk that he will not die before he has 
another chance to gain salvation. 

It is my considered opinion that only a very 
smal] portion of those who go to hear Billy 
Graham actually believe his message. If they 
all believed it, actually believed it as the ulti- 
mate and final truth, there could be only one 
reason for not going forward to be saved. That 
would be the decision to take the calculated 
risk. At most a few hundred out of the thou- 
sands of people at each meeting, take the 
opportunity to be saved. Why not all of them? 
Perhaps some cynical gamblers decide to take 
the calculated risk. But certainly not all of 
those unmoved thousands would gamble with 
their eternal salvation that way, if they actually 
believed the evangelist’s message to be the 
final truth. Hence, | must conclude that vast 
numbers simply do not believe it. 

If they don't believe it, why do they go— 
for they already know what the message is? 
A few go because they almost believe it and 
want to be convinced. Most of the rest go to 
see a show. And it is an effective show; very 
well produced. The Billy Graham organization 
can put on an impressive spectacle. They go 
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to see a personality perform — a personality 
which has been built up by a public relations 
program without equal in the field of religion. 
They go to be titillated by condemnation for 
their sins from one they cannot quite take 
seriously. 


| suppose some good comes out of such 
a revival meeting. A few earnest souls will 
try to be better people. This will not, in any- 
one’s opinion, make your city a perfect city. 
It may make it a little better as a place to live, 
but not much; not enough, I warrant, to be 
worth all the time, effort, money, and work 
that goes into the great revival. 

If it is a show we want | could suggest some 
alternative ways of spending the effort and 
money; bring the Metropolitan Opera for a 
one week stand; introduce a series of Broad- 
way plays; bring Barnum and Baily and Ring- 
ling Brothers Circus to town; perhaps even 
reestablish the old traveling Chautauqua pro- 
gram of culture under canvas. 

The harm done by such an enterprise as the 
great revival—in addition to the waste of 
human resources to no really valuable end—is 
that it will convince many people that the 
problems of life are easily solved when, as a 
matter of fact, they are not. The unequivocally 
authoritiative pronouncements of the great 
evangelist may influence people to stop look- 
ing for answers to life’s problems, or to relax 
in their search for practical ways to build a 
better common life together. 

(The above article is condensed slightly 
from a radio address presented by Mr. Mac- 
Kinnon, who is minister of All Souls Unitarian 
Church in Indianapolis. ) 
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THE PASSING PARADE... 


by EDD DOERR 
UNNQQQQQQQQ0000000000EOUUUOUOOOOOOOONOOOOOOUUUUOGOGGAA OOOOH 


Lull In The Federal Aid Battle 


Substantial federal aid to education is dead, 
at least until] the next session of Congress, 
when the battle will be renewed. Mr. Ken- 
nedy’s bill, H.R. 7300, which would have pro- 
vided some $2.3 billion for school construction 
and teachers’ salaries for public elementary 
and secondary schools, was shelved by an eight 
to seven vote of the House Rules Committee 
on July 8th. Voting against the bill were the 
expected Dixiecrats and those Republicans 
who oppose all federal aid to education, but 
the deciding vote was cast by New York 
Democrat James J. Delaney, a Catholic from 
a largely Catholic district. The apparent desires 
of a majority in the House and Senate were 
thus defeated by a most undemocratic ma- 
neuver in committee. 


While the federal aid bill was defeated by 
a combination of forces, perhaps the chief and 
most troublesome one was the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. Time quotes a Catholic member of 
the House Education and Labor Committee 
as saying that ““The NCWC (National Catholic 
Welfare Conference — the official mouthpiece 
of the Catholic hierarchy in the U.S.) certainly 
shot the bill down, if it didn’t kill it alto- 
gether.” Time also reports that the NCWC 
conducted a massive propaganda campaign de- 
signed to convey the impression that excluding 
private sectarian schools from federal aid 
would be “discriminating’’ against parochial 
school pupils. 

The Catholic position is that Catholic 
schools have a right to a share of public funds 
because they provide essentially the same 
public service as the public schools. If this 
were really the case, though, there would 
certainly be no need for parochial schools 
in the first place. But in reality, Catholic 
schools exist for the primary purpose of isolat- 
ing Catholic children from secular influences 
and of indoctrinating or brainwashing them. 
“It is not only the actual teaching of religion 
that is important,” says Monsignor James Gal- 
vin, head of Catholic schools in Indianapolis, 
“but the entire atmosphere of the schools.” 
Federal aid for parochial schools, in any form 
whatever, is unthinkable for at least two basic 
reasons: |.) Parochial school education — in 
addition to being generally inferior and un- 


regulated — is intrinsically sectarian and no 
citizen in a secular democracy should be forced 
to support it, and 2.) Federal aid to parochial 
schools would lead to a proliferation of com- 
peting private and parochial school systems 
which would steadily weaken and fragment all 
American education at a time when education 
needs to be strengthened and unified. No 
Catholic child is discriminated against in any 
way, for he or she is free to attend any public 
school in the land, and this fact should be 
shouted from the housetops until every Ameri- 
can is aware of it. Private sectarian schools 
are no more entitled to public assistance than 
a private watch dog, a home fire extinguisher 
or a brewery. And if the parochial schools 
ever do get their fingers into the public till, 
American freedom will be on the way out. 
All who value freedom should never let up 
in their efforts to defend our free institutions 
and to awaken the public and our officials to 
the disastrous consequences of any breach in 
the wall of separation of Church and State. 


New Russell Anthology 


Bertrand Russell is not only one of the 
world’s leading philosophers and most cou- 
rageous and original thinkers, but also a man 
who is willing to stand up for what he believes 
regardless of the possibility of unpleasant 
personal consequences. At this writing, Mr. 
Russell, at 89, is sitting out a short jail term 
in England as a result of his participation in 
the leadership of a political demonstration in 
London. 

Rationalists, Humanists and Freethinkers the 
world over will welcome what is perhaps the 
best anthology of Russell's writings ever 
published. The Basic Writings of Bertrand 
Russell (Simon and Schuster. 1961. $10.00. 
736 pages.) is, as the jacket indicates, “‘an 
authorized and representative selection of 81 
essays and excerpts from the author's work 
as philosopher, psychologist, historian, as a 
mathematician, analyst of international re- 
lations, essayist, short-story writer, and auto- 
biographer.” Included in the anthology are 
such selections as: ‘My Religious Remi- 
niscences,’ “A Free Man’s Worship,” “An 
Outline of Intellectual Rubbish: A Hilarious 
Catalogue of Organized and Individual Stu- 
pidity,” ‘John Dewey,” ‘Why I Am Not 
A Communist,” “Can Religion Cure Our 
Troubles,"’ and ““The Next Half-Century.”’ 
This book is not only an excellent introduction 
to the great Rationalist’s writings, which total 
quite a large number of volumes, but also a 
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good refresher and reference work for those 
already familiar with his work. 

The Basic Writings of Bertrand Russell 
may be ordered from our A.R. Book Service. 


Pope John: XXill or 
Is It XXIV? 


Those readers who might wonder why our 
cover picture of Pope John on the last issue 
was captioned “John XXIV" will have their 
question answered if they will look up the 
original John XXIII in any standard encyclo- 
pedia. Mr. Roncalli, in reusing the name of 
a predecessor dead these 500 years, seems to 
be engaging in the old totalitarian “‘selective 
manipulation of history.” 


Some Thoughts On European Unity 


Preliminary census figures recently released 
by the Netherlands government indicate that 
Dutch Catholics now outnumber Dutch Protes- 
tants. Catholics number 4.9 millions or 40.5 % 
out of a total population of 2 millions. — 
Protestants number 4.5 millions or 37.5% 
of the population. There are 2.1 million 
persons without religious affiliation and 490,- 
000 in the “other” category. The Catholic 
population of the Netherlands has hovered 
between 36% and 40% for more than a 
century, while the Protestant population has 
been steadily declining during the past century 
from a high of 54.5%. All this means that 
Roman Catholics constitute a workable majori- 
ty not only in the European Common Market 
as a whole, but also in each of its six member 
nations (Italy, France, W. Germany, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands), each of 
which is currently under the control of Catholic 
or pro-Catholic political parties. 

This may help to explain some of Britain's 
hesitation about joining the Common Market, 
which will certainly be the nucleas of any 
future United States of Europe. Even if Britain, 
Greece, Turkey, and the Scandinavian coun- 
tries all join the Common Market, the Common 
Market would still be more Catholic than any 
good friend of secular democracy would want, 
for the Common Market would also take in 
Spain, Portugal, Ireland, Austria and Switzer- 
land. It is rather frightening to think of the 
possibility of a United States of Europe, with 
a population of more than 300 millions and 
an economy more powerful than that of either 
the U.S.A. or the U.S.S.R., dominated by 
Catholic and pro-Catholic parties. 

The United Kingdom is in serious economic 
difficulty. But the future of democracy and 
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civilization would be a lot brighter if Britain 
and the other non-Catholic European countries 
would do all in their power to prevent a 
European political union, at least until such 
time as the clericalist parties have been trim- 
med down or effectively “contained.” A\l- 
though the idea will probably not be received 
with enthusiasm in Britain, the British might 
best solve their economic problems by large 
scale migration to the United States and to 


other Commonwealth countries. They could 
thus further their own interests while con- 
tributing to the greater stability, maturity, 


progress and secularism of the other English- 
speaking lands, which, incidentally, are all 
being prepared for a Vatican takeover by 
means of differential birth rates, Catholic im- 
migration, proselytizing, and various forms of 
what can only be termed “‘subversion’’. 


Around The Nation And Around The World 


Brazil's president Janio Quadros has stated 
that he intedents to make Pope John’s new 
encyclical, Mater et Magistra, the basis of 
Brazil's “‘social and political policies’, which 
will change the country into a ‘dynamic 
Christian democracy.” As Quadros is an astute 
politician, and as Brazil is a largely Catholic 
country with a host of serious problems, the 
president may be just playing politics. It is 
discouraging to note, however, that Quadros 
also recently issued a decree banning bathing 
suits from beauty contests as part of a series 
of decrees “designed to eliminate demoraliz- 
ing influences from the nation’s public life.” 
The Catholic press also advises that “‘all in- 
decent and irreverent scenes” have been 
ordered to be censored from stage presenta- 
tions and television productions. (The preced- 
ing was written shortly before Quadros’ sud- 
den and still puzzling resignation. As we go 
to press, it’s anyone's guess as to what will hap- 
pen in Latin America’s largest and most popul- 


ous land.) 
* * & 


The New York Court of Appeals has ruled 
(five to two) that the voluntary recitation of 
a twenty two word prayer by the state’s public 
school pupils is not “‘the practice of or es- 
tablishment of religion in any reasonable mean- 
ing of those phrases’ and does not violate the 
Constitution. The prayer, recommended in 
1951 by the State Board of Regents, reads: 
‘Almighty God, we acknowledge our de- 
pendence upon Thee and we beg Thy bless- 
ings upon us, our parents, our teachers, and 
our country."” This prayer is about as sectarian 











and religious as it could possibly be and it 
is to be hoped that the N. Y. Civil Liberties 
Union will carry its fight against the prayer 
successfully through the federal courts. 

* e 

Attorney General John Breckenridge of 
Kentucky has advised that a Kentucky law re- 
quiring the reading of the Bible in public 
schools is not unconstitutional. 

* 8 #& 

According to The Criterion, one of the 
better Roman Catholic Newspapers, ‘‘Catholic 
schools and their pupils in the Phillippines 
have been denied every kind of aid from 
public funds since the U. S. set the govern- 
mental pattern there in 1901." Children in 
Phillippine public schools get free medical and 
dental services, and free text books, while 
Catholic schools are required to furnish these 
services at their own expense. The Church 
looks back nostalgically to the days of Spain's 
benevolent rule, when the public schools 
were in the hands of the clergy, but the 
Filipinos, 84% of whom are claimed by the 
Roman Church as adherents, seem to prefer 
secular schools now that they have a voice 
in the matter. 

It is interesting to note that a high school 
biology text still] popular in the Phillipines was 
written by the son of the author of the biology 
text used by John Scopes in Dayton, Tenn. 

eS * 

After pleading guilty to possessing obscene 
literature and films in a Chicago court, a man 
and his wife were placed on probation — on 
the condition that they join and regularly 
attend a church of their choice for two years. 
This is all very interesting in the light of a 
case in a certain Western state some years ago, 
wherein a man was sentenced to prison for 
mailing a postal card containing allegedly 
obscene material; the material in question was 
a direct quotation from the Christian holy 


book. 


* * * 


“Were it not for Irish immigration,”’ asks 
Vatican V.I.P. Cardinal Agajanian, “in what 
condition would the Church be today in the 
United States, in Australia, 
where English is spoken?” 

s 8 8 

The Museum of Natural History in Cleveland 
has on display a large mirror, in which the 
visitor sees himself, with the following in- 
scription: ‘““The most numerous large mammal 
on earth, a dangerous animal whose misuse of 
world resources and uncontrolled population 
growth is a threat to all living things.” 


in every place 


The Puerto Rican legislature has voted to ban 
the use of religious symbols by political parties. 
This move appears to have been directed 
against the clericalist dominated Christian 
Action Party, which tries to capitalize on 
popular superstitions and religious feelings of 
the voters by using a rosary and a “symbol of 
Christ’’ on its banner. 

* 8 *® 


According to William J. Whalen, the 
Catholic author of Catholics on Campus, “A 
Catholic high school in Indiana deletes from 
the academic honor roll the names of all 
seniors who express an intention to attend a 
non-Catholic college.” 

This reminds me of an incident when I 
was in the last few weeks of the eighth grade 
in a Catholic parochial school operated by 
Franciscan nuns. Each student was asked to 
stand and tell where he or she planned to 
go to high school. The only boy who planned 
to go to a public school was ridiculed, hu- 
miliated and bawled out unmercifully. But the 
funniest thing was what happened to the girls. 
Most announced that they would attend St. 
Mary’s Academy, which was also run by 
Franciscan nuns; a few others expressed their 
intention to attend another Catholic girls 
academy, which was operated by a different 
order of nuns, and these were given a bawling 
out worse than the one given to the boy who 
had the audacity to want to attend a public 
high school. But I do not think that this 
information ever got to the Bishop, or the 
narrow-minded nun would have probably have 
been sent back to scrubbing floors. 

* 8 #* 


In Australia the Democratic Labour Party 
(the official Catholic party; see Brian Fitz- 
patrick’s article in the Sept-Oct 1961 number 
of the American Rationalist) has denounced as 
“‘iniquitous’’ the present policy in New South 
Wales which makes education ““compulsory for 
all but free only to those who accept the state 
secular system.” In a letter to State Premier 
R. Heffron, the central council of the clericalist 
D.L.P. pointed out that one fourth of the 
children in New South Wales go to private 
(i.e. parochial) schools. The Vatican’s man 
in Sydney moaned that “This saved the 
government $41.3 million last year alone.” 
Looks like the Aussies and the Yanks have 
the same ruddy problem. 

- 

“The world is divided into two classes of people: 
one with wit and no religion, and the other with 
religion and no wit.” 

—10th Century Moorish proverb. 
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A.R.F. CONVEEEONS - age 25th thru 27th, 1961 
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Dr. George Fink (right), outgoing president of A.R.F., congratulates his successor 
Dr. Martin A. Larson. 
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deantan’s table at A. R.F. A ay from left to ‘right: Edd Doerr, 
Martin Larson, Gorge Fink, Victor Cejka, Arthur Cromwell 
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The Wide, Wide Movement 


by ELDON SCHOLL 


Rationalists Hold Annual Convention 


If any tradition has been formed after seven 
conventions of the AMERICAN RATION- 
ALIST FEDERATION, surely the most im- 
portant is the use of democracy in all its 
operations. All] other liberal religious groups 
in America are composed of branches of one 
kind or another of a central organization. The 
ARF is composed of autonomous groups feder- 
ated to do national work that each cannot do 
in its own local operations, and to further the 
cause of Rationalism in general. 

Perhaps another tradition forming is the 
constant loyalty of officers, delegates and 
member organizations to the federation. 

The ARF met at the Claridge Hotel in St. 
Louis, beginning with an informal get-together 
on Friday, August 25th. Saturday morning 
the business began with president George Fink 
opening the session. A noon luncheon was 
provided by the Freie Gemeinde of St. Louis. 

The afternoon session elected Arthur Crom- 
well “‘Rationalist of the Year.’ Dr. John J. 
Kessler addressed the delegates with a talk, 
“To What Height of Stupidity Can Man 
Sink?" A delegate from the Freie Gemeinde 
of Milwaukee reported that his organization 
had donated $1,000 to the Murray case in 
Baltimore. There was discussion of the heavy 
work load on the officers, the Colin McCall 
Tour, the mixing of politics and Rationalism, 
and the general problems of expansion of the 
movement. One delegate from each repre- 
sented member group gave a report on ac- 
tivities of the past year. 

Victor Cejka, reporting on the Czech Ra- 
tionalist Federation of America, told about 
their publication printed in the Czech language, 
now in its 67th year and that the Bohemian 
Rationalist schools enroll from 400 to 500 
children although a few of them do not come 
from Rationalist families. He said that in the 
city of Chicago twenty groups of Czech Ra- 
tionalists total about 2000 members, not all 
of them belonging to the CRFA. The Czech 
federation is affiliated with the ARF only 
through its officers who belong in a body, thus 
eliminating a complication that would follow 
the direct affiliation between two federations. 

Eugene Leiter, reporting on the Freie Ge- 
meinde of St. Louis, said that their building 
had been sold. 


Some of the resolutions included one on 


the Murray case, one recommending a universal 
second languge, and one rejecting all appeals 
to racism and race prejuide, deploring those 
who “‘condemn anyone for his father’s color or 
grandfather's place of birth.” 

At the banquet held in the Victoria Room 
of the Claridge Hotel about 68 persons heard 
Martin A. Larson speak on ““The Doctrine and 
Discipline of the Catholic Church.”’ His talk 
was printed in the previous issue of this maga- 
zine. Victor Cejka then introduced the well- 
known St. Louisan Lee Meriwether who spoke 
on “The Evolution of an Atheist.’’ Meriwether, 
who will be 99 this December 25th, charmed 
the audience with his wit and wisdom. He 
said he was able to attend the banquet due to 
the cancellation of an honorary membership 
which was to be bestowed upon him by a 
Greek letter organization until they found out 
he was an atheist. Meriwether is an amazing 
person. He has been abroad every year for the 
past 7 years, war or peace, and comes home 
to St. Louis for short periods of time — long 
enough to plan another trip. He was in Turkey 
late last year and is now motoring across 
Europe. 

The banquet ended with Arthur Cromwell 
talking on ““Theism to Atheism”, giving high- 
lights on his activity for the cause of Ra- 
tionalism. , 

The Sunday session elected as new officers 
of the Federation Martin A. Larson, president; 
Sam Hill, Vice-President; Ed Petrikovitsch, 
Second Vice-President; Walter Hoops, Sec’y; 
Eugene Hoffmann, Treasurer. Henry L. Watt 
was elected Permanent Auditing Chairman. — 
This is the first time the federation elected 
four officers from one city, all but Dr. Larson 
are from St. Louis. St. Louis was selected for 
the 1962 convention. Two observers at- 
tended the convention from the American 
Humanist Ass'n. and the American Secular 
Ass'n. 

Aside from the business and the speeches 
there were several amusing incidents. One 
should be recorded here. When Henry L. 
Watt was accused of talking too long he later 
popped up and, claiming he was not a shrink- 
ing violet, talked on another subject, just as 
the president reached over and plucked a daisy 
from the flowers left from the previous eve- 
ning’s banquet. He handed the flower to 
Watt, who attached it to his shirt and con- 
tinued amid roars of laughter. 

In an introduction to the personalities at the 
convention we can’t overlook Mr. Watt, whc 
has probably attended every convention of the 
ARF. He is a stickler for precise language 
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an able accountant, a person with a good sense 
of humor and a valuable watchdog at all con- 
ventions. Despite exasperating tendencies what 
would the ARF convention be without that 
man from Milwaukee? 

Another recognized valuable man, and long 
time conventioner, is Joe Braun from Chicago. 
He is a stickler for hewing to the democratic 
line, is ever alert for infractions of the Con- 
stitution or traditions of democratic processes. 
Braun is an experienced organization man, has 
had years of experience in the labor movement 
and is a loyal man for the Rationalist move- 
ment. 

Mr. K. M. Whitten of Philadelphia has at- 
tended all but one of the ARF conventions 
and is valued as one who reminds the delegates 
of their obligations to parliamentary procedures 
and once admitted on the floor that he was 
at a disadvantage because he always stuck 
fast to the Rules of Order. 

Behind all the smooth operations (or so 
it seemed) of the convention was the secretary, 
Richard Dannells, who, along with George 
Fink, the president, kept things going for the 
two complicated and hectic days. The difficulty 
is to get things done in the usual too-short 
space of time. One week end is not enough 
to cover everything thoroughly. It is to these 
and other experienced persons in the move- 
ment that we depend upon to build a strong, 
loyal organized Rationalism. The federation 
is the only basis that will work for organization 
in the Rationalist movement, especially since 
Rationalists themselves are independent, strong 
willed and ever suspicious of “‘paper’’ organi- 
zations. The federation would fall apart in one 
year if it were not democratic because the 
member organizations could not participate 
otherwise. 

If the ARF has no other value than bringing 
together in a workable manner Rationalists 
from all over the country, it is doing one 
important task. This it does well. It is the 
only agency that provides the machinery for 
contact, among the inexperienced as well as 
inexperienced workers for the cause. At every 
convention there are a number of first-time 
visitors, some from areas not now organized. 
They bring home with them the knowledge 
and assurance that Rationalism is organized 
and has a basis to work upon that can build a 
strong movement. They have an opportunity 
to meet with fellow Rationalists, 
for the first time in their lives. 

No earth shaking decisions were made at 
this convention and we do not expect things 
to transpire suddenly. It takes years of hard 


sometimes 
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work to build and the ARF has been plugging 
away for seven years. Too many others have 
taken the easy road of ‘paper’ organizations. 
The ARF officers and members will surely 
keep up the good work. Here is no ivory 
tower debating; here is Rationalism in action 
with Rationalists working together. It can be 


done. But next year, don’t read about the 
convention report. Find out for yourself and 
be there! 


In the meantime, if you want information, 
direct your letters to the new address of the 


ARF at P.O. Box 4703, St. Louis 8, Missouri. 
SUPERNATURALISM IS SUPERSTITION 


Dewey Collett, a steadfast defender of 
atheism, initiated another freethought argu- 
ment on the editorial page of the Richmond 
(Va.) Times-Dispatch which the editor titled 
Supernaturalism is Superstition. Collett’s letter 
insisted that a large percentage of students 
in our leading theological schools no longer 
believe in the so-called “‘virgin birth’’ of Christ, 
nor in his alleged physical ascension into 
heaven, nor in heaven itself, and that it is 
“high time for the rest of us to wake up and 
get the blinding and superstitious smoke out 
of our eyes; this is the scientific age. It's 
good that supernaturalism is on its way out. 
It has had its chance and has failed miserably. 
Supernaturalism is superstition. Away with 
it." This letter was in reference to an article 
in Redbook. The magazine hired professional 
talent to interview a hundred students in eight 
leading theological schools including Yale, 
Union Theological Seminary, which revealed 
that more than half of the preachers-to-be 
regard the virgin birth as a myth and three- 
fourths of them said they have no faith in 
the idea of heaven and hell. 


CALIFORNIANS HEAR TALK 


The subject of “Creator or Evolution’’ was 
the talk given by Joseph Ramsperger before 
the SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SECULAR- 
ISTS in August. 


NEW ZEALANDERS CHANGE 
MAGAZINE NAME 


After several years of continuing progress 
and great changes in its publication the NEW 
ZEALAND RATIONALIST ASS'N. has just 
changed the title of its journal from the New 
Zealand Rationalist to Polemic. Without a 
change in policy, the association hopes the new 
name will take the journal to a greater number 
of readers than under the old name. The 





magazine is increased from sixteen to thirty- 
two pages, still bi-monthly. The association is 
very active. For instance, eight members were 
at the Auckland wharves and sold their maga- 
zine with a special Catholic Action issue. 
They sold 66 copies in 30 minutes before 
the Harbor Board officials intervened. 


NEW ADDRESS FOR ST. LOUISANS 
The RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF 5S. 


LOUIS has a new address, since their meeting 
house and office has been sold by the Freie 
Gemeinde of St. Louis. Henceforth they 
may be reached c/o John J. Kessler, 6557 
University Dr., St. Louis 30, Mo. Dr. Kessler’s 
Humanist Center is beginning its new season 
and Humanist University again offers free 
courses in several subjects. 


BANQUET PHOTOS AVAILABLE 


Professional pictures taken at the banquet 
are available to those who attended and others 
who are interested. Write the ARF for list of 
pictures. Programs of the convention are 
available while they last. 


ENGLAND LOSES RPA OFFICIAL 


The RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N. of 
England regretfully announced the death of 
its Vice-President, Pro. A. E. Heath. He was 
a familiar figure at annual conferences of the 
RPA and wore his learning lightly. With an 
unfailing sense of humor he invaded serious 
topics, making it possible to communicate 
difficult ideas in a simple and palatable man- 
ner. He regarded the pursuit of knowledge 
as an adventure. Born in 1887, Prof. Heath 
became a Master at Oundle and Bedales, a 
lecturer at Manchester and Liverpool Univer- 
sities and from 1925-52 was professor of 
Philosophy at University College, Swansea. He 
was a Director of the RPA from 1946 to 
1958, President 1949-54 and Vice-President 
from 1955 until his death. The RPA also an- 
nounced resignation of two Directors, Mr. 
Archibald Robertson, due to health reasons, 
and Harry Sykes, who resigned in his 80's, 
because he feels the time has come to make 
way for a younger man. In their places are 
Sir Gerald Barry and J. S. L. Gilmour. Barry 
was founder-editor of the Week-end Review, 
editor of the News Chronicle, Director-General 
of the Festival of Britain (1948-51) and Co- 
Founder of PEP. He is now an executive of 
Granada TV Network. — Mr. Gilmour is 
Director of the University Botanic Garden, 


Cambridge, Fellow of Clare College, and is 
one of the most eminent botanists in Britain. 


CONFERENCE OF WORLD UNION 
OF FREETHINKERS 


In September a Conference at the Beatrice 
Webb House was held by the WORLD UNION 
OF FREETHINKERS. Lady Barbara Wootton 
opened the Conference. She is a leading 
Socialist and was Professor of Social Studies 
at the University of London and served some 
years as a Governor of the BBC. M. Olivier 
Lutaud of the Sorbonne, an authority on cer- 
tain periods of English literature, addressed the 
conference on ‘Early Freethinkers in England 
and France 1633-1688." Prof. P. Sargent 
Florence, formerly Professor of Commerce at 
the University of Birmingham, spoke on “Re- 
ligious Obstacles in Backward Countries.” He 
inspired and encouraged the student rationalist 
society of the University of Birmingham and 
at Cambridge he kept the Heretics group 
going. Mr. Fenner Brockway, M.P., spoke on 
“The Challenge of Africa.”” Professor Marcel 
Homes of the Free University of Brussels, high- 
ly respected by Belgian Freethinkers spoke on 
‘Plant Physiology and Hunger in the World.” 
A debunker of the Loch Ness monster and 
writer of wild life, known to readers of the 
Sunday Times, Dr. Maurice Burton spoke on 
‘How Scientists May Burst Bubbles.’’ One of 
Holland’s distinguished astronomers, Professor 
Jeger, gave a lecture. 


92% NON-CHURCHED IN ENGLAND? 


The Freethinker of England says that the 
Daily Herald there gave figures showing. the 
number of people who attended Communion 
at Easter was eight percent of those who could 
attend. 


NO MORE FOXHOLE ATHEISTS? 


The House Armed Services Committee, apparent- 
ly fearing a possible superabundance of atheists in 
foxholes (but wouldn’t that run rather counter to 
to the old maxim the preachers are so fond of 
repeating?), has recently approved a bill which 
would require enlistees to swear their allegiance 
to the Constitution “under God”. The Committee, 
which seems to be unaware of the fact that not 
even the President is required to take such an 
cath, chose to ignore a statement from the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union which pointed out the 
unconstitutionality of the proposed legislation. 

Representative H. R. Gross, the Iowa Republican 
who sponsored the bill, expressed the opinion that 
non-theists did not belong in the armed services 
(though draftees would not be affected by the 
bill). 

Perhaps some of our readers might care to ask 
their congressmen to introduce bills which would 
also bar non-theists from paying taxes. 
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Memoirs Of A Freethinker 


by ARTHUR G. CROMWELL 


Arthur G. Cromwell was selected as ‘“‘Rationalist 
of the Year” at the annual convention of the 
American Rationalist Federation, which was held 
in St. Lovis, August 25th and 27th, 1961. Mr. 
Cromwell has long been on the fighting line in 
the never-ending struggle against clericalism and 
religious obscurantism, a struggle to which his 
daughter, Mrs. Vashti McCollum, has made no 
small contribution. We are happy to present here 
a condensation of the talk Mr. Cromwell delivered 
before the Rationalist Convention mentioned above. 
Due to its length, we present it in two parts. The 
conclusion will appear in our next issue. 


PART I 
Mr. President, Honored Guests, Ladies and 


Gentlemen of the American Rationalist Feder- 
ation. I salute you all in the name of the 
many great and brave men and women who 
through the ages have fought the good fight 
and blazed the trail for intellectual liberty! 

Remembering them, and the things they 
stood for, fought for, and died for, is a grand 
thing in itself. But we, as American Ra- 
tionalists, cannot be satisfied with only that; 
we must honor them by carrying on the fight 
they have left to us. We must acknowledge 
that heritage by our every effort to develop 
the intellectual equation of human society to 
conform with the scientific facts of the 20th 
century. 

The 20th century will be known in history 
as the “Nuclear Age’’, providing our civiliza- 
tion survives the ever-present crises. It can 
only do so by extending its intellectual ho- 
rizons, while at the same time discarding the 
barren traditions and teachings of the past. 
Universal understanding will do far more to 
keep the peoples of the world alive than will 
nuclear wars. 

I have, in moments of depression, felt that 
perhaps we were but another Don Quixote 
tilting windmills. I have wondered if it was 
all worth while and if the human race was 
worth saving from itself. However, these 
negative moments have been brief and seldom. 
| would recover my courage with the thought 
that perhaps “tilting the windmills’ clothed 
in the black cloth of sactimoneous piety was 
not loss of motion after all. I would also re- 
call the homage Coleridge once paid us; he 
said, “Not one man in a thousand has the 
goodness of heart or the strength of mind to 
be an Atheist.” I would arouse myself re- 
freshed and bouyant, — not satisfied with the 
past, less satisfied with the present, and de- 


18 ©@ The American Rationalist 


termined to do my very best to make our ac- 
complishments worthy of a place in time. 

I am going to review my life's activities 
in the field of Freethought to indicate to you 
that courage, mental ablity, plus a burning 
desire to know more and be willing to fight 
like hell for the things you know to be right, 
are the very essence of a full and constructive 
life. 

As you all so well know, the life of the 
Atheist, Freethinker, Rationalist, Liberal, the 
Agnostic — call us what you will — is no 
path of ease. Nor is the lot of the Liberal too 
successful, economically speaking. If one is 
willing to surrender his individuality and moral 
integrity, to be a “conformist’’, he will slip 
down the stream of life as so much driftwood 
to the sea of oblivion. On the other hand, if 
one insists upon maintaining his moral obli- 
gations to society, he will not — he cannot — 
accept everything society may attempt to set 
up as standards. If one does not go to the 
right chruch, belong to the right lodge and 
political party, act on committees for the hun- 
dred-and-one various fund-raising drives, pre- 
tend to agree with all people on any and all 
issues, —- then one is more or less ostracized 
by his fellow citizens. One who believes that 
REASON is man’s greatest virtue is not going 
to find many of his fellowmen ready and will- 
ing to agree with him. He will be met with 
suspicion, vindictiveness, and avoidance. He 
will find himself alone where church bells 
drown out the song of birds, and Blue Laws 
and traditions stifle the exercise of freedom 
of thought and speech. For an Atheist to be 
elected to public office here in Secular America 
is as possible as a snowball lasting five minutes 
on the sun. You must accept the integrity of 
your own conscience as your only reward in 
this battle for the minds of men. 


My own experiences — 60 years of them — 
have proven to me that the surest way to 
become an Atheist, Rationalist, or like Liberal, 
is to READ THE BIBLE, and other so-called 
“Holy” books. Give them the same careful 
study and attention you would any textbook 
in school or college. One will find that the 
more reading and understanding of any of 
these religious books, the more impossible it 
is to believe them to be “‘inspired’’ by any- 
thing other than from man’s own experiences, 
ignorance, and hopes. One comes to KNOW 
they are man-written and very lacking in good 
philosophy, history, science, and moral ethics. 
I found the Bible so full of lies, so little that 
was good or true, so much that was vile and 
bad, that | wondered why anyone would wish 


another to believe it to be a “moral code” or 
the “Word of God.” 

Perhaps my first definite clash with ortho- 
doxy came one Sunday morning in kinder- 
garten. We sat in a little circle, and as we sang 
“Dropping, dropping pennies, listen while they 
fall; everyone for Jesus, he will get them 
all’, | dropped my penny in the basket and 
wondered how Jesus would ever get it when 
he was away up in the sky and me down 
here. I asked this of the teacher after class 
and she sloughed me off with some noncom- 
mittal answer, which only placed more doubt 
in my mind. After that | approached the 
minister with the same question. He told me 
something about how he and the church saw 
to it that God got our contributions, and in 
return we received his blessings. At home 
that noon, I asked my father, an Elder in the 
church, this question. Dad at first brushed 
aside the whole thing as nonsense. | insisted 
upon an answer. He became somewhat angry, 
and the gist of his final answer was, “Arthur, 
when you grow older and understand the Bible 
better, you will see how both God and Jesus 
share our life with us.”’ 

| determined then and there that | would 
start growing older right away and get to 
“understand the Bible better."’ I plugged 
away at it day after day in spare moments. 
] must admit that there was much | could not 
understand. But when | read the account of 
the flood and the description of the ark, and 
that a ten-foot elephant had been able to go 
through a four-foot door, my sense of truth 
was insulted, and my faith in those whom | 
had gone to for information was somewhat 
lessened. I'll never forget my reactions to the 
stories of murder, rape, violence and whole- 
sale destruction of cities, by Moses and Joshua 
as commanded by Jehovah. And, when | 
came to the 17th and 18th verses of the 3|Ist 
chapter of Numbers, | KNEW in my young 
mind that if any god could command one set 
of people to murder all the others and give 
the unmarried maidens to the soldiers for rape 
and murder, then I would hate him as | had 
been taught to hate the devil. In fact, in all 
the stories | read in that most unholy book, 
I found no account of the actions of the Devil 
that out-rated in fiendish inhumanity, those 
of Jehovah, Moses, and Joshua. 

The more I read and understood the full 
meaning and intent of that book, the more 
convinced | became that the whole thing was 
a monstrous lie charged to a mythical Jehovah. 
I found it to be a revelation of the folklore 
of the ancient Jews rather than one from any 


omniscient god. | felt a great urge to expose 
that heinous fraud for what it was. 

I found myself discussing this subject with 
nearly everyone, and by the time I had en- 
tered high school, | was well on my way to 
being known as a “heretic’’. 

Being the son of a Presbyterian Elder, | was 
forced to attend both church services and Sun- 
day school. With the critical mind of a bud- 
ding Atheist, | came to realize that the fear 
of death filled the pews, and the beautiful 
songs and ritual was entertainment to supple- 
ment the barren scriptual sermons. I! also 
noticed that after the services, it was a grand 
opportunity for the “congregation” to gather 
in the aisles and gossip. 

I was home one Sunday because of some 
minor ailment, and I asked my mother, as she 
was putting the week's wash to soak, and 
getting dinner at the same time, (I was one of 
eight children, six of which were yet at home) 
why she did not go to church like Dad did? 
She replied — and | have never forgotten it — 
‘Arthur, your father goes to church to get 
religion, | stay home to get your meals, wash 
and mend your clothes, and tend to you and 
the others.” 

I had not yet read Ingersoll, but the thought 
came to me then that “Hands that work are 
more holy than those that pray.” 

In 1910 Ruth and I were married. We lived 
in an apartment only one block from the 
school. Many of our old schoolmates would 
stop in, and it was not unusual to have a 
dozen of them in at the same time. It is need- 
less to say what the general topic of con- 
versation was. | had a friend who knew the 
Bible as well or better than I, and he added 
much to leading and promoting our heretical 
discussions. We were married 15 months 
when Helen came and 18 months later Vashti 
arrived. 

When the First World War came along | 
enlisted in the army, and was in an army 
hospital when discharged. I spent most of 
three years in them. I took advantage of 
my inforced leisure and read everything on 
religion, philosophy, history, and biography 
1 could find. 

1 had much time to re-evaluate my life, 
and what | should make of it. 1 came to 
know that I could never again keep silent on 
the subject of religion, and that I never would 
bypass a religious argument or issue. 

By this time I had read all of Ingersoll’s 
works, all of Paine’s and most of Voltaire’s. 
The Bible Unmasked pointed up much of the 
obscenity in the Bible. Mangasarian, Mencken, 
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Remsburg, Andrew Dixon White. among 
others, brought out the frauds, contradictions, 
and unhistorical and unscientific characteristics 
of the Bible. Other writers such as Spinoza, 
Salomon Reinach, Leuba, Clement Wood, 
John A. Dorsey, taught me the history of 
religion and anthropology, and | learned much 
from Will Durant, Corliss Lamont and John 
Dewey. 

It was Ingersoll who fired my imagination 
and led me to take more vocal action against 
all forms of mythology. It was Thomas Paine 
who instilled within me the courage to face 
prejudices and injustices, as well as the value 
of intellectual honesty. Voltaire’s great wit 
and satire, plus his daring forays into the 
dens of the bigots — both political and re- 
ligious — left no doubt of the great efforts 
| must make to be worthy of their great 
heritage. 

1 was home from the army hospital only a 
very short time when [| had a relapse, and it 
was thought | was on the way out. My dad 
brought the minister to visit me and he asked 
me if I would like to have him pray for me. 
I said, “Dr. Ostrander, the peoples of the 
world have buried their faces in the very mire, 
begging, teasing, praying to your god to stop 
this -awful war; yet, not until the warring 
countries had run out of men, money and 
guns, did the carnage stop. If your god is 
omnipotent, why did he not prevent this war? 
If your god can get me well, then why did 
he let me get into this condition in the first 
place? No, thank you, I'll go it on my own 
with the help of human knowledge and skill.” 
| was pretty much ostracized by my family, 
and through the years | have seen very 
little of them. | was not even informed of my 
mother's death. 

Since 1916 I have been writing “Letters 
to the Editor’, thousands of them and most 
of them on religion. I would say my average 
on getting printed was 100 percent in all sub- 
jects EXCEPT religion, and there -it was 


about on letter in three. 


The reactions to these letters have been 
interesting. Some have been in my favor, and 
many against. Some were violent and vin- 
dicative, while others attempted to convert 
me. Most of the anti letters were anonymous, 
especially the vile and vicious ones. When | 
receive one of the worse kind, | wonder what 
sort of person could express himself only in 
such a manner! 

I have been in the Veterans hospital many 
times through the years, this last March being 
my latest stay. In these many stays, I have 
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had chaplains intrude themselves upon my 
privacy and so had serious encounters with 
them. I have had long and protracted cor- 
respondence with the Central Offices of the 
Veterans Administration regarding my en- 
counters with the chaplains in each case. 

In my years of correspondence, | have 
tangled with George Solkolsky, Sat. Evening 
Post, Reader's Digest, N. Y. Times, J. Edgar 
Hoover, Fulton J. Sheen, Edgar A. Guest, 
Norman Vincent Peale, Lowell Thomas, Fr. 
James Keller, head of the Christophers, the 
late unlamented Fr. Daniel A. Lord, chief 
propagandist for the ‘Faith’, and others. | 
have also challenged the activities and propa- 
ganda of both the “Voice of Healing’’ in Dal- 
las, Texas, and “On Wings of Healing” in Los 
Angeles. I even took two cases to the Post- 
master General, asking for an investigation for 
fraud. 

| have had correspondence tilts with other 
clergymen, both by private correspondence 
and through the medium of “Letters to the 
Editor’. These latter always arouse a lot 
of interest, and the editors are swamped with 
followup letters from readers taking one side 
or the other. 

In 1940 I determined to call myself an 
Atheist. I did this only after much thinking 
about the possible consequences it would have 
upon my status among my fellow citizens. | 
knew the word “‘atheist’’ was anathema to 
the religious, and | had come to realize that 
admitting of this was sure to start an argument. 
| had written a pamphlet in 1938 entitled 
‘Rationalism vs Religious Instruction in the 
Public Schools,” in which | termed myself a 
‘‘Rationalist’’. However, everyone from then 
on called me an Atheist, and so I determined 
if both my friends and enemies believed me 
to be an Atheist, | would assume the title 
and become worthy of same. 


(To be concluded) 
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“WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS” 
by John Courtney Murray, S.J. 

Father Murray subtitles his essay - collection, 
“Catholic Reflections on the American Proposition.” 
He accepts the “self-evident Truth” ‘that “all men 
are created equal” without biological challenge as 
a democratic consensus... He raises no objection to 
the First Amendment that bars any establishment 
of religion in our pluralistic society, provided that 
the “public philosophy” is based upon Natural Law. 
By definitioon, the Rev. Murray sharply distin- 
guishes this concept from “Laws of Nature and 
Nature’s God” of our Deistic Founding Fathers. 
For him, Natural Law is exemplified in the 
“Greek Tradition” of classical culture and medieval 
Scholasticism. More precisely, it is the concepts 
of Catholicism as opposed to those of the 18th 
century Enlightenment, which to Murray was a 
shallow and transitory phenomenon of human error. 

Murray demands the subordination of scientific 
method to a priori Faith, and the supremacy of 
tradition over his orical evidence. Thus his “Natural 
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Law” would include the Gospel miracles, saints’ 
legends, and dogmas like the Immaculate Con- 
ception. He approves “free exercise of religion,” 


provided the Bill of Rights clause admits the 
supremacy of Church over State in the controversial 
areas of morals and public welfare. Appealing to 
“Religious Freedom” he would reverse the decision 
of the Supreme Court in the McCollum case and 
grant Federal funds for the support of parochial 
schools. 

The book is necessarily a tour de force of casu- 
istry in both dictionary meanings of the term - 
(Webster 1 and 2). It is largely written in the 
jargon of theology, philosophy, law, logic, ethics, 
etc., with a seasoning of medieval Latin. The 
author shifts from one field of knowledge ‘o an- 
other with mental gymnastics and bewildering 
evasions. Clear statements emerging from the 
fog of abstractions are often contradictory by re- 
verse semantics. 


For example: “Tt is irrational 
and therefore immoral.” (A moral indictment of 
his Great Tradition based on what he ealls: 
“‘Reason.”’) 

“What is militarily absurd is irredeemably im- 
moral.” (Confusion of categories in justification 
of force.) 


“Whatever is not true will fail to work.” (The 
negative corollary of Pragmatism: But false Church 
doctrine has “worked” for nearly two thousand 
years. And even Father Murray might admit that 
dialectic materialism is now working well for 
Communism. ) 

While documented by various obscure authorities, 
the collection lacks a bibliography and index for 


James knew 


the benefit of scholars who might lik eto check 
references, usually neglected as supporting evidence 
for uncritical assumptions. Here is a wealth of 
ammunition for alert freethinkers. 
— Roy Petran Lingle. 
Sheed and Ward, 1960, $5.00. 


+ 2 « 


“AMERICAN PRAGMATISM” 
by Edward C. Moore 

Pragmatism is the only philosophical movement 
created in America. Although two of its developers, 
William James and John Dewey, have a wide re- 
putation, the originator of Pragmatism, Charles 
Pierce, is hardly known outside academic circles. 

Peirce (1839-1914) came to Pragmatism (a term 
he borrowed from Kant) through his studies of 
scholastic realism-nominalism — a problem about 
which Bertrand Russell said, “I think Peirce was 
right in regarding the realist-nominalist contro- 
versy as one which is still undecided and which is 
as important now as at any other time.” Peirce 
never obtained an academic appointment, parily 
due to the fact that he had divorced his first wife 
and had married a French woman. He died poor 
and almost forgotten; only his friend, William 
James, helped to make his last years easier. In 
1931 Harvard University bought his manuscripts 
from his widow and published them from .1931- 
1935. 

Peirce, like Socrates, was very much concerned 
with the meaning of terms. He hoped to make 
his contribution to the theory of knowledge by 
devising ‘fa method for eliminating pseudo-prob- 
lems”. He said “. . . after all Pragmatism solves 
no real problems. It only shows that supposed 
problems are not real problems The effect 
of Pragmatism ... is ... to open our minds to 
receiving any evidence, not to furnish evidence.” 
Any speculation about questions which have no 
verifiable answers, pragmatists consider a wast of 
time. To Peirce, Pragmatism was nothing but an 
application of the “older logical rule,’ “By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” If a man has an 
idea, that is a private, personal matter. But if he 
puts this idea into action and this action bears 
fruit, it is then possible to know what his original 
idea was. According to Peirce it was one of the 
striking features of his new theory to recognize 
the inseparable connection between rational think- 
ing and rational purpose. The truth of a proposition 
is measured by its practical outcome and must be 
verifiable by an impartial observer. 

William James (1842-1890), ithe first lecturer on 
psychology in America (1875 - Harvard) used 
Peirce’s pragmatic method to resolve his quandary 
about God: Is there a god or is the world merely 
a fortuitous concourse of atoms? 

It was his book “The Will to Believe” 
critics of the time called it “The Will to Make- 
Believe’) that put pragmatism into the limelight 
in this country because Peirce had published. only 
a few articles and these failed to attract attention. 
that the truth of religion or the 
existence of God could not be proven rationally but, 
he claimed, we have the right to believe on emotion- 
al grounds. For this mild idea he was violently 
attacked. James dedicated his book to Peirce: ‘To, 
My Old Friend, C.S.P., To whose philosophic 
comradeship in old times and to whose writings 
in more recent years I owe more incitement -and 
help than I can express or repay.” 


(some 
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John Dewey (1858-1952) began his philosophical 
career in 1882 by writing an article in The Journal 
of Speculative Philosophy, edited by W. T. Harris, 
then superintendent of schools in St. Louis. (Harris 
Teachers College, named in honor of the editor, is 
just east of the home of this reviewer‘. Dewey’s 
version of pragmatism is usually called Instru- 
mentalism: a thought is essentially an instrument 
for resolving difficulties. To discover what a 
thought will accomplish, put it into action. In his 
book The Theory of Inquiry, Dewey said about 
Peirce: “The readers who are acquainted with the 
logical writings of Peirce will note my great in- 
debtedness to him...” Among the many books 
Dewey wrote in his long and fruitful life, the 
pragmatist methods can be observed mainly in 
Democracy and Education, Common Faith and 
Problems of Men. Dewey comes closest to the 
rationalist point of view when he says in Common 
Faith: “On the one hand, it is held that relation to 
the supernatural is the only finally dependable 
source of motive power; that directly or indirectly 
it has animated every serious effort for guidance 
and rectification of man’s life on earth. The other 
possibility is that goods actually experienced in the 
concrete relation of family, neighborhood, citizen- 
ship, pursuit of art and sciences are what men 
actually depend upon for guidance and support, 
and that their reference to a supernatural and 
other-wordly locus has obscured their real nature 
and weakened their force.”’ To this the author 
of American Pragmatism adds: “if the emotional 
drive and the sacrifice that men have put into 
traditional religions were transferred to a natural- 
istic religion based on a faith in the ability of 
human intelligence, Dewey believes that new and 
expanding perspectives would open up for the life 
of man.” 

This reviewer has derived a tremendous amount 
of pleasure reading and studying this book. Edward 
C. Moore, professor and chairman of Philosophy 
at the Univerity of Idaho, has done a wonderful job 
presenting a difficult problem without using too 
technical language. Many rationalists should be 
able to enjoy the book and gain new insights of 
the minds of three of our greatest philosophers: 
Peirce, William James and John Dewey. 

To many the word pragmatism has become a 
synonym for “practical’’. There is much more 
to pragmatism! 

— Walter Hoops. 

Columbia University Press. $5.00. Order ‘through 
AR Book Service. 


* * * 


“FROM KANT TO NIETZSCHE” 
by Jules de Gaultier 

Although the title would suggest a history, this 
is a presentation of “idealist’’ philosophy and other 
ideas traced to the thoughts of Kant, Nietzsche, 
Schopenhauer, and others. It is also a dissertation 
on the ideas of the thinkers named. 

Idealism is the doctrine that all is “thought,” to 
give a brief definition. The basic argument is that 
all I know of physical things is sensation and 
imagination, but this is mental, and ‘therefore there 
is no evidence that there is anything that is not 
mental. To say that Change or Regularity needs 
the concept of a physical world to explain it is 
arbitrary. The materialist notes, however, that the 
idealist is never able to live except by acting on 
the materialist’s assumptions. 
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An apparently cynical conclusion by Nietzsche 
was that illusion is necessary to life, and de 
Gaultier adds that knowledge tends to destroy life. 
These things explain the existence of theology, 
which is absurd but life-giving. The search for 
Truth is especially energizing to mankind but in- 
spired by illusion. The assumptions of freedom of 
the will, of absolute morality, and of First Cause 
are illusions and are well discussed here. 

I consider this a very worth while book in its 
field. It is a significant and responsible discussion, 
written at the turn of the century and now trans- 
lated for the first time to English. 

— Harry Mongold. 

Philosophical Library, 1961, $4.75. 

* a * 
“THE GOD OF THE WITCHES” 
by Margaret Murray 

Common sense and a knowledge of ancient re- 
ligious practices, applied to the records of the per- 
secutions of witches, give a picture of a persistent 
faith that was but slowly stamped out in Europe 
by the Christian conquerors. The theory could 
hardly be more convincingly presented than it is 
here. Using many a quotation from court records 
and other writings, the author presents again her 
great intellectual achievement. 

The fairies have long been realized as other than 
the little winged beings of our childhood days. 
They are apparently a remnant of earlier inhabi- 
tants of Britain. They were the cult of the Horned 
God, which can be traced from paleolithic times. 
Others of the cult were in all parts of Europe, 
and in the near and middle East. The cultists 
came to be known as witches, and the Christian 
church in the fourteenth century started earnestly 
to eradicate them. It is not true that Christianity 
was eagerly accepted by all the people of Europe. 

The witches were of the uneducated classes and 
left no records except through the pens of super- 
stitious Christians, who always thought of the 
Horned God as Satan. 

The practice of killing the divine king at the 
end of a cycle of years is entangled with the 
Horned God religion. In this connection some 
detective work has brought fascinating results con- 
cerning the stories of Jeanne d’Arc, Gilles de Rais, 
Thomas a Becket, and William Rufus. 

This book is full of interesting discoveries. It 
is the story of the martyrs of the Old Religion. 
Christianity is by no means the only faith that 
inspires loyalty. 

— Harry Mongold. 
paperback, $1.45. 


* * * 


Doubleday Anchor, 


“HYSTERIA, REFLEX, AND INSTINCT” 
by Ernst Kretschmer 
This, an augmented revision of an earlier work, 
is to some extent a specialist’s book of especial 
interest to those who have known actual cases of 
hysterical personalities. However, there is much 
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that is understandable and welcome to the student 
of psychological theory. 

Kretschmer is not particularly Freudian in ap- 
proach. He studies cases with as little reference 
to vague psychic entities as possible, and he ex- 
presses this intention. The words “will’ and 
“psychic” are used without mystical overtones; 
e.g.,the former refers to the awareness of probable 
results of one’s acts. 

Kretschmer’s wish is to cut between a theory 
that hysteria is simulation by the use of voluntary 
responses (i.e., responses directed by higher brain 
centers) and a theory that hysteria is a manifesta- 
tion of an Unconscious or some such entity. He 
accepts some of the concept of a third school, 
which points out the necessity of referring to in- 
voluntary reactions in an explanation. 

The case histories and the less detailed theory 
were quite enjoyable to me. It is the best discussion 
I have found on the question. 

— Harry Mongold. 

Philosophical Library, $4.75. 

* +“ * 
“SEX IN HISTORY” 
by G. Rattray Taylor 

Ignorance of the sexual natures of men and 
women is not so widespread as it used to be, but 
ignorance of the part sexual ideas play in history 
is still great. Phallic religions, the attitudes of 
chivalry, clothing, prostitution, clerical sex lives, 
and other aspects of human social history are cer- 
tainly worth reading about. The role of Chris- 
tianity has not been admirable, and Mr. Taylor 
has no admiration for either Protestant or Cath- 
olic versions of it. 

Although intrigued by the apparent evidence for 
this semi-Freudian theory, I found difficulty in 
maintaining it. For example, does one resent wom- 
en because he was brought up by his father and 
is a patrist or because he was dominated by his 
mother? Did the Victorians really tend to suppose 
women are pure and sexless (which sounds like a 
matrist ideal) or did they make so many rules for 
them because of fear they were not (which would 
be patrist) ? Nevertheless the theory deserves con- 
sideration. 

Books on this subject are hard to find, yet this 
one presents what is obviously an important light 
on human history. 

Harry Mongold. 

Ballantine Books, paperback, 75c. 

* * * 
“Bad By-Products of Religion” 

F. Swancara, 75c. Collection of short essays 
showing that theology is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 
Its practitioners tend to be unstable characters, 
and that the inmates of prisons are far more likely 
to have had “religious” backgrounds than not. 

* ok * 


“Man in Search of Immortality” 

C. R. Salit, Philosophical Library, $3.50. Asserts 
man has evolved culturally through the recognition 
and worship of a number of primary geometric 
forms. The goal of evolution is immortality, or 
God. 


* * * 


Rome’s Syllabus of Condemned Opinions” 

J. McCabe, $1.00. The ideas labeled errors by 
Pope Pius IX, with their historical background. — 
J. McCabe’s comments are welcome to counter 
Catholic propaganda. 


“Nature and Destiny, A Theory of Evolution” 

Hans C. Sandbeck, Oslo U. Press, $4.50. _ The 
author proposes that there is no sharp distinction 
between the self and other reality, or between cause 
and effect. , 


President Grant On Separation 


“The free school is the promoter of that intel- 
ligence which is to preserve us .. . Encourage free 
schools and resolve that not one dollar appro- 
priated for their support shall be appropriated to 
the support of any sectarian schools . Leave 
the matter of religion to the family circle, the 
church, and the private school supported entirely 
by private contributions. Keep the Church and 
State forever separated.” 

— from a speech in Des Moines in 1875 


“Protestants hear the Roman Catholic argument 
for ‘distributive justice’ with one ear, as an arti- 
ficial formulation of a real problem: The crux... 
is a free education versus “censored education. 
Roman Catholic education is censored education; 
is irresponsible education; and is sacrosanct... its 
graduates are crippled in the great dialogue of 
modern life . . . The expansion of Roman Catholic- 
controlled education is a major threat to a free 
society.” 

Dr. James Hastings Nichols 
University of Chicago, 1958 


Daffynishun 


Eucharist: Christ in a cracker. 





MERRY KRISHNAS 
Freethought 
Greeting Card... 


SINCE 1947 thousands of Krishna cards have 
been opened and read at Christmas time. 
It tells the story of the Indian god Krishna 
whose life was identical with Jesus but born 
(of a virgin) 1000 years earlier. Front 
shows Maia holding Krishna and lotus em- 
blem. — Inside fold in 16 short lines gives 
life of Krishna: foretold by prophets, cured 
lame, blind, crucified between two thieves, 
rose to heaven, etc. Lists other similar 
gods. Back quotes Krishna from Bhagavad 
Gita. 
60c a Dozen - With Envelopes 


Two dozen for $1.00 
ELDON SCHOLL 


446 Warford Ave. St. Louis 35, Mo. 
7 * 











The American Rationalist @ 23 








Readers’ Forum ® 


THE CUBAN REVOLUTION: 
Editor: 

In the May-June issue of the American Rationalist 
there appeared a letter to the editor by Dr. J. 
M. Martinez, who, among other things, took the 
position that Castro had “betrayed the Revolution, 
the Cuban people and the humanism he has so 
much touted in his speeches.” In addition to this, 
the writer went on to say that Castro now rep- 
resents “a serious threat to the security of our 
country and to the peace of this hemisphere” and 
that “no loyal American can support him today 
without doing violence to his country.” 

Because I believe, as Thomas Paine once wrote, 
that “it is an affront to truth to treat falsehood 
with complaisance,” I must take exception to this 
writer’s position and register a most vigorous 
dissent. And I do so, with the full understanding 
that, as rationalists, we are committed to a ra- 
tional approach to human problems and that, what- 
ever arguments we may have with one another, 
they may be made on the basis of rational grounds 
only. 

As Dr. Martinez has done, I have also followed 
the course of the Cuban Revolution. However, I 
have arrived at quite different conclusions. It is 
my hope that this reply will somehow clear the air 
and settle the dust which seems to have been 
raised since Cuba became so controversial. 

To begin with, Dr. Martinez charges that Castro 
has ‘betrayed the revolution.” This charge is 
based on the writer’s allegation that Castro “has 
sold the Revolution to the Communists” or, as 
our press so often puts it, Castro has helped to 
establish “a Communist beach-head only 90 miles 
from our shore.” Such a beach-head” has led to 
a totalitarian regime where the worst features of 
Communism, such as executions without trials, no 
elections and a general fear among the people 
seem to exist. This “betrayal” by Castro would 
help to explain the large number of defectors 
who have fled Cuba and gone into exile. 

To answer this charge one would have to trace 
the history of Cuba, in order to explain why a 
revolution occurred. For, before we can reply to 
the question of the “betrayal” of the revolution, 
we must first explain what is meant by revolution. 

Today, no Cuban, whether he be a revolutionary 
or a counter-revolutionary, would deny the’ neces- 
sity of a revolution, what with the previous Batis- 
ta dictatorship having set a record for corruption, 
brutality and terror which history will duly record. 
Castro’s victory against overwhelming odds — 
6,000 revolutionaries against Batista’s well-trained 
and supplied army of 46,000 could not have come 
unless he had had the support of the masses of 
the Cuban people. 

But Castro’s revolution against Batista was more 
than a rebellion against his kind of dictatorship. 
It was a rebellion that struck at the very heart 
of those conditions that made such regimes as 
Batista’s possible. Castro’s attack on the Moncada 
fortress at Santiago on July 26th, 1953, represented 
an attempt to smash the very basis on which most 
Latin-American dictatorships were supported — 
the Army. Up to Castro’s time most revolutions 
were merely an exchange of one palace guard 
for another. The leaders of the 26th of July Move- 
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ment formed after this historic attack were de- 
termined to see that one of the main pillars of 
the old regime — its military establishment — 
would no longer be in a position to influence or 
control the government. It is a sad fact that 
present dictatorships throughout Latin-America 
have been able to keep their power mainly because 
of military ruling cliques which are supported by 
U. S. aid under the guise of “hemispheric de- 
fense needs.” As Castro himself pointed out in ad- 
dressing his supporters: “The (Batista) tyranny un- 
questionably counted on the support of the United 
States . . Batista managed to keep his troops 
in action for so long by telling them that he had 
U. S. backing.” On the very day when Castro’s 
revolutionaries came to power several U. S. Officers 
were on hand at Camp Columbia (Havana). When 
captured by the barbudos (bearded ones) they were 
immediatejy released and turned over to the 
American government. 

The above should help to explain why Castro 
undertook the formation of a people’s militia. Those 
who criticize Castro because, it is claimed, such 
a militia only serves to perpetuate the “dictator- 
ship” already existing ought, at least, to acquaint 
themselves with our own revolutionary history. It 
is significant to note that our founding fathers 
felt that a militia was so important for the preser- 
vation of our democracy that they included it in 
our Bill of Rights. The Constitution declares: “A 
well-regulated militia being necessary to the se- 
curity of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” Any 
reader of this article can, of course, look this up 
for himself and I am sure he won’t find the Con- 
stitution listed as “Communist propaganda” in our 
public libraries. 

On this score, alone, Cuba is far more free under 
Castro than are Americans under Kennedy. The 
United States military system was established 
along the Prussian military system and one could 
hardly call that democratic. Moreover, under 
Castro’s militia training program, Cubans are given 
the chance to develop for themselves a political 
consciousness, for the cadres who train the people 
also help to explain the revolution and what it is 
doing for them. It is out of such a revolutionary 
consciousness that Cubans will be able to form 
the political parties of the future. Given the chance 
and the time there is no reason why the Cuban 
people cannot develop along democratic lines. 

There is, of course, the possibility that the 
revolution will not proceed along democratic lines. 
In fact, this is the assertion that is generally made 
by opponents of the Castro regime — some even 
going so far as to call for the overthrow of the 
Castro government by violent and forceful means. 
The recent invasion of Cuba was a culmination of 
the efforts of those who desired just such an aim. 

Undoubtedly Dr. Martinez’s letter was written 
before the disastrous Cuban invasion. But even so, 
I am sure that he would agree with me in saying 
that this invasion was the inevitable consequence 
of our government’s official hostility towards Fidel 
Castro. The entire world, looking towards the 
United States for responsible leadership and moral 
guidance, found itself shocked at the brazen inter- 
ference by the United States in its support (both 
morally and militarily) of the counter-revolutionary 
forces in the April 17th invasion. If Dr. Martinez 
believes, as he states in his letter, that supporting 
Castro would do violence to our country, what can 


he then say about those who did not support Castro 
and entered into this illegal and immoral invasion? 

The invasion came, of course, as no surprise to 
Castro. He had been warning the Cuban people 
all along that is was coming. The average 
American scoffed at all this war-talk and called 
it nothing but a lie and propaganda. On the very 
day of the invasion United Nations Ambassador 
Adlai Stevenson was telling the whole world that 
“the United States has committed no aggression 
against Cuba . . . we would be opposed to the use 
of our territory for mounting an offensive against 
any foreign government.” So whose face was red? 
Not Stevenson’s — he knew all about the in- 
vasion — but it was the average American who 
found that he had been lied to. 

According to a Gallup poll printed in Wash- 
ington Post, May 8th, 1961, only 44% of the 
American people agreed that the U.S. should aid 
the anti-Castro forces with money and materials 
of war, and when asked if they agreed to having 
the U.S. send its armed forces to help overthrow 
Castro, 65% of them disagreed. Senator William 
Fullbright of Arkansas, as chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations, knew about 
the invasion beforehand but opposed it in a memo- 
randum to President Kennedy. There wasn’t the 
slightest opportunity for Congressional leaders and 
representatives to debate the issues. 

I state these facts because they raise some 
rather disturbing questions. A dictatorship is sup- 
posed to be a government without a people’s con- 
sent. A democracy is defined as one with a people’s 
consent. How was it possible, then, that the Ken- 
nedy administration was able to carry out actions 
which ran contrary to our Declaration of Indepen- 
dence principle that governments derive “their just 
powers from the consent of the governed.”? As 
Senator Morse of Oregon said in a speech on the 
Senate floor: “Freedom is worth too much as a 
human system of government for us to surrender 
any of our freedom to a police state system in the 
field of foreign policy, dictated by denying to the 
people the knowledge of the facts of their own 
foreign policy.’”’ Doesn’t it seem hypocritical to 
criticize Castro’s “dictatorship” — “a dictatorship” 
which, incidentally, voted to throw out the 1200 
or so “liberators” who came to “free” them? 

Another disturbing question that might be raised 
is the responsibility of our press on this Cuban is- 
sue. Any intelligent person who has made a study 
of the news coverage of the Cuban Revolution 
would be forced to conclude that the reporting on 
Cuba has been nothing but a national disgrace. 
Herbert Mathews of the New York Times, more 
than a year ago, said, in referring to the Cuban 
Revolution: “In my thirty years on the New York 
Times, I have never seen a big story so misunder- 
stood, so badly handled and so misinterpreted as 
the Cuban Revolution.” Since he made that state- 
ment the reporting by the press has gotten to be 
worse. In fact, one year later, Mathews uttered a 
similar one, indicating that he hadn’t changed his 
mind. In a talk before the University of Michigan 
in May, 1961, he said: ‘Once Fidel Castro’s regime 
was labeled communistic, for the most part it be- 
came almost impossible for the American jour- 
nalists and editors to go against the overwhelming 
public opinion, although it was the press that 
created the hostile opinion like Frankenstein's 
monster.” Mathews went on to state: “The 


American press made the mistake of trying to 
interpret the Cuban revolution in terms of our 
Anglo-Saxon, mature, democratic, and capitalistic 
way of life.” The press, he said, had failed to 
report what was really taking place in Cuba, 
“which is a social revolution, a Latin American 
phenomenon of the first order.” 

The press has without let-up delivered daily 
such an outpouring of venom, invective and hatred, 
as part of its “Hate Castro” campaign that a psy- 
chiatrist might well ponder the mental make-up 
of our so-called ‘responsible’ journalists. Here, 
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for example, is an item taken from our enlightened 
press. It was written by a reporer who reports 
regularly from Washington on the international 
scene, William S. White. It was written during 
the time of the invasion (April 19th, 1961): “The 
anti-Castro invasion of Cuba must not fail — and 
the people of the U.S. must see to it that it does 
not fail... this is the pack of homicidal hysterics 
which ‘world opinion’ now shields from bad old 
Uncle Sam. To call this sordid horror a revolution 
is to dishonor all those great revolutionists whose 
lives have enriched the Americas ... the govern- 
ment of the U.S. cannot do this job of public 
sanitation in the Caribbean. But George can do 
it — George Jones and Joe Doakes and all those 
other Americans who are willing to assist the 
invasion of Castro Cuba.” 

Is this responsible reporting? Is this honest 
journalism? Is this what we mean when we say 
that we have a free press? No wonder Tom 
Miboya, the African leader, in a TV interview not 
so long ago, said: “America’s own worst enemy 
is its free press.’’! 

Here also is a letter. This time it is from a 
Cuban in Havana (not Washington or Miami). It 
appeared in the New York Times on June 18th, 
1961: “I’ve noticed with astonishment how fre- 
quently journalists and even Government officials 
talk about ‘the Cuban people regaining their free- 
dom in the near future’, and other phrases as in- 
solent as ‘fight for fredom will start in the streets 
of Havana.’ And I ask those people: Of what 
‘freedom’ and of what ‘people’ do you talk? Don’t 
they know yet that our real freedom was gained 
on January 1, 1959? 

“Don’t they know that the Cuban people have 
been given arms with which to defend our country 
from mercenaries or from anyone who wants to 
impose upon us a political economic system which 
we do not want? If the Cuban people were not 
free, as some want to make them appear, they 
would rebel against a Government which has 
armed them.” 

I, myself, recently spoke to a Cuban who had 
been in the Hotel Plaza of Havana during the time 
Cubans were preparing for the invasion. She told 
me of a radio appeal made by the counter-revo- 
lutionaries on the Swan Island radio outlet. “Rise 
up against your enslavers,” the announcer pleaded. 
Witht his remark the residents of the hotel who 


happened to be listening, all began laughing. 
“Liberate us,” they said — “liberate us from 
what ?!!" 


If Dr. Martinez wants to really get a laugh he 
ought to read the Swan Radio Christmas Eve 
(1960) broadcast which appears in Warren Miller’s 
Objective book on Cuba, entitled: 90 Miles from 
Home. The message is one that is full of sound 
and fury signifying nothing. And anyone who 
can still believe it after having read it would prob- 
ably believe in Santa Claus also. 

Just exactly what is it that the Cubans need 
to be freed from? President Kennedy in his “Al- 
liance for Progress” aid program to Latin-America, 
presented to Congress on March 14th, 1961, called 
for “a major inter-American program for the 
social progress which is an indispensable con- 
dition to growth a program for improved land use, 
education, health, housing . . There is an im- 
mediate need for higher and more diversified agri- 
cultural production, better distribution of wealth 
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and income, and wider sharing in the process of 
development.” And today in Latin America there 
is only one Latin American country that is achiev- 
ing these goals and achieving them successfully. 
That country is Cuba. And it is being done im- 
mediately and without American aid. Doesn't it, 
then, seem ridiculous for Americans to criticize 
Cuba for the very same things we’ve been asking 
them to do all along? 

Why then, all this criticism — why the “Hate 
Castro” campaign which is being waged daily by 
the press, radio and TV — and why the hysteria 
by both the American government and the Ameri- 
can people? Just what is it that we’re so much 
afraid of from a country of only six million people? 

Corliss Lamont, in his excellent booklet entitled 
“The Crime Against Cuba’, may have put his 
finger on the core of the dissention. “The real 
reason for the bitter opposition of the United States 
to the Castro regime’, he writes, “is that it has 
put through radical social and economic reforms, 
nationalized the huge American property holdings 
in Cuba, freed the country from U. S. imperialist 
exploitation, established racial democracy and in- 
stituted a planned socialist economy that is suc- 
cessfully functioning.” 

For the real crime is the crime committed 
against the American people. If the bitter op- 
position is allowed to continue, it can only lead 
to such disastrous consequences as the Cuban in- 
vasion. But it need not continue. Steps can be 
taken by the American government which could end 
this official hostility — such steps as _ re-estab- 
lishing diplomatic relations and restoring trade 
with the Cuban government. But this can only be 
done if the American people are in possession of 
all of the facts which a free society needs in order 
to act honorably. We have, as an editorial in the 
New York Times of May 10th, 1961, “the right 
not to be lied to.” 

In his brilliant and passionate defense of the 
right to revolt against tyranny, delivered before 
Batista’s court and now in book form under the 
title History Will Absolve Me, Fidel Castro showed 
his awareness and profound respect for the Ameri- 
can Declaration of Independence by quoting from 
it. Apparently Castro had learned much from our 
own American Revolution. 

Let us now see if we Americans can also learn 
something from the Cuban Revolution. 

Harold Verb, N. Y. 


“Existentalism is nothing less than an attempt 
to draw all the consequences of a coherent athe- 
istic position. It isn’t trying to plunge man into 
despair at all. But if one calls every attitude of 
unbelief despair, like the Christians, then the word 
is not being used in its original sense. Existen- 
tialism isn’t so atheistic that it wears itself out 
showing that God doesn’t exist. Rather, it declares 
that even if God did exist, that would change noth- 
ing. There you’ve got our point of view. Not that 
we believe that God exists, but we think that the 
problem of His existence is not the issue. In this 
sense existentialism is optimistic, a doctrine of 
action, and it is plain dishonesty for Christians to 
make no distinction between their own despair 
and ours and then to call us despairing.” 

— Jean-Paul Sartre, from Existentialism 
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